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The prospect or bird's eye view is one of the oldest and, in its time, most popular ways of portraying the
great country house and its setting. In the early 18th century almost every house of any size or importance
became the subject for one of these views, depicting in fine detail the magnificence of house, garden and
park--and by implication, of its owner.

Not only can views of this sort capture the character of a place far better than photos, they can also show far
more than the eye can ever see. As in a doll's house, roofs are lifted and facades are cut away to reveal the
internal workings of houses that were more often then not part art gallery, part estate office, part political
showplace, part home for the great families who lived in them.

THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE IN PERSPECTIVE presents 12 of the richest houses in Great Britain,
each an archetype of its age, and looks at them both as architectural masterpieces and as evidence of the life
for which they were designed. The houses have scarcely been altered since they were first built, and together
they give a unique overview of the development of British architecture and gardening through 600 years,
from the medieval fortress of Bodiam Castle in Sussex to Lutyen's Castle Drogo in Devon, and from the
Tudor half-timbering of Little Moreton Hall in Cheshire to the romantic Victorian of Norman Shaw's
Cragside in Northumberland.

Wholly different from anything published on the subject in the past, THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE
IN PERSPECTIVE adds a new dimension to the treatment of visual history, examining the layers of social
and intellectual progress that these buildings and their gardens represent, and taking full advantage of their
immense historical value.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The English Country
House in Perspective book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Johnnie Lewis:

Often the book The English Country House in Perspective will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The English Country House in Perspective is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Paul Andrews:

The actual book The English Country House in Perspective has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Nancy Kidder:

The English Country House in Perspective can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The English Country House in
Perspective however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial contemplating.
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